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1997

ENGLISH 2009C (001): LITERATURE AND HUMAN VALUES
FAITH, SURVIVAL, PROGRESS

581-6978 (office)
348-0269 (home)
Email: cfjba@eiu.edu

John Allison
Coleman 316F
Hours: M: 1:30-3:30, 5:00-6:00
Tues.: 10:00-12:00
w: 1:30-3:30

Purpose: We will examine a variety of ways that writers have expressed human strivings
for faith, survival, and progress. As we read works not only for their aesthetic merit but
also for their representations of fundamental human values, we will consider their
historical contexts and their abiding power for modem readers. In your essays and
examination responses, you will have the OJ?portunity to express your aJ?J?reciation and
interpretation of the works with the coherence and precision that only writing affords.
Scope: The readings focus predominantly on Greek drama, poems by Emily Dickinson,
and a selection of nineteenth and twentieth-century novels. You will take a midterm and a
final examination; both will be out-of-class examinations, and both will reqyire you to
write two paragraph responses based on two of four items and one essay based on one of
three items. In addition, you will write three typed essays of 800-1000 words each. These
essays will allow you to develop your own ideas more thoroughly as you earn credit for
the course. Here's the breakdown of components for your course grade:
midterm:
final:
three essays:

200/o
30%
50%

Grading: I will grade your essays based on content (depth, coherence, development with
reasoning and evidence) and, to a lesser extent, on composition (organization, style,
grammar, mechanics). If writing is radically flawed in its composition, it may fail. You
will be allowed to rewrite one of the first two essays for a new grade. The scale I use is a
simple one. For example, a score between 90% and 100% is in "A" range; an 84% is a
"B-" and an 86% is a ''B+."
Attendance: I expect you to attend class regularly since your presence and participation
is important to the content of the course; your presence helps provide an appropriate
audience for other students' comments and ideas, and your own comments and writing
contribute to the substance of the course. Accordingly, each unexcused absence will carry
a penalty of 4% of your overall grade for the course.
Late Work: You may tum in one of the first two essays late by as much as two class
meetings. You must tum all other work in on time to avoid a 5% penalty per day.

Excused Absences: If you have a verifiable excuse from the Health Service, a doctor, or
an EIU faculty member or administrator, I will not penalize your grade. I am consistent
about this policy to avoid even the appearance of favoritism.
Students with Disabilities: If you have a documented disability and wish to receive
academic accommodations, please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability
Services (581-6583) as soon as possible.
Visiting My Office: I invite you to visit me in my office when you want to talk about the
literature, your assignments, your writing, and your grades. Ifwe can't schedule
something during my usual hours, I'll arrange to meet with you at some other time of
mutual convenience. bon't be shy.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE
From time to time, we may find it necessary to depart somewhat from our schedule
to accommodate discussion and writing. The best way to know exactly what's up is
to attend class regularly.
Part I: Self, Society, and the Gods
1. Week of August 25
-Introduction to the Course
-"Introduction" to Greek Drama (1-13); Agamemnon (14-21)
-Agamemnon (21-50)
2. Week of September 1

-Labor Day: No Classes
-Summary of Cheophore ( 51-52); Eumenides (53-79)
-Oedipus the King (111-19)
3. Week of September 8

-Oedipus the King (119-149)
-Antigone (80-110)
-Trojan Women (256-87)
4. Week of September 15
-Discussion of Essay Topics
-Discussion of Essay Topics and Introductions
-Introduction to Reading Dickinson (Bring your Complete Poems of Emily

Dickinson)

Part II: Belief, Skepticism, and Uncertainty

5. Week of September 22
-"There is a mom by men unseen" ( 17-18), ''Nobody knows this little Rose" (22),
"It did not surprise me-" (23), ''I never lost as much but twice" (27), ''Papa
above!" (32), Success is counted sweetest" (35)
-''Exultation is the going" (39-40), "Some things that fly there be-" (45), ''Will
there really be a 'Morning'?" (49-50), ''These are the days when Birds come
back-" (61), "A Wounded Deer - leaps highest-" (77-78), Poems 182-185 (8687)
-Both versions of"Safe in their Alabaster Chambers-" (100), If He dissolve then - there is nothing- more-" (107), "'Heaven' - is hat I cannot reach!"
(109), ''I like a look of Agony" (110), ''Forever at His side to walk-" (112),
"What would I give to see his face?" (113), "'Hope is the thing with feathers"
(116)
6. Week of September 29
-''There's a certain Slant oflight" (118), "I felt a Funeral, in my Brain" (128-29),
''The Soul's Superior instant's" (144), He fumbles at your Soul" (148), "Some
keep the Sabbath going to Church-" (153), "'Twas like a Maelstrom, with a
notch" (197), "I died for Beauty - but was scarce" (216)
-"I heard a Fly buzz - when I died-" (223-24), We pray - to Heaven-" (235),
"The World is not Conclusion" (243), '~y period had come for Prayer'' (274),
"The Brain - is wider than the Sky -" (312-13 ), "Because I could not stop for
Death" (350), ''There is a finished feeling" (410)
-"A Cloud withdrew from the Sky" (424), ''Faith- is the Pierless Bridge" (431),
The Soul should always stand ajar" (481), ''Tell all the Truth but tell it slant-"
(506-7), ''There is no Frigate like a Book" (553), Both versions of"Art thou
the thing I wanted" (560), "Sweet Skepticism of the Heart" (603), '~y life
closed twice before its close" (702-3), ''Elysium is as far as to" (712)
7. Week of October 6
-Billy Budd, Sailor (43-90)
-Billy Budd, Sailor (90-132)
-Discussion of Essay Topics
8. Week of October 13
-Discussion of Essay Topics and Introductions

Part III: Being and Nothingness - Finding What Will Suffice
-Lord Jim (9-62)
-Lord Jim (62-118)

9. Week of October 20
-Lord Jim ( 118-254)
-Lord Jim (254-307)
-Light in August (1-51)
10. Week of October 27
-Light in August (52-187)
-Light in August (188-241)
-Light in August (242-321)
11. Week ofNovember 3
-Light in Auglist (321-480)
-I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1-45)
-I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (46-103)
12. Week of November 10
-I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings ( 104-218)
-I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (219-89)
-Zen and the Art ofMotorcycle Maintenance (3-43)

13. Week ofNovember 17
-Zen (43-136)
-Zen (136-81)
-Zen (181-228)
14. Week of November 24: Thanksgiving Break
15. Week of December 1
-Zen (228-94)
-Zen (297-345)
-Zen (345-380)
16. Week of December 8
-Discussion of Drafts
-Discussion of Drafts
-Final Essays Due; Student Evaluation oflnstruction; Handout of Take-Horne
Final

